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THE MISSION OF BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN IS TO SERVE PEOPLE
IN OUR COMMUNITY AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD BY:

DISPLAYING plants and practicing the high art of horticulture to provide a beautiful and hospitable
setting for the delight and inspiration of the public; ENGAGING in research in plant sciences to
expand human knowledge of plants, and disseminating the results to plant science professionals
and the general public; TEACHING children and adults about plants at a popular level, as well

as making available instruction in the exacting skills required to grow plants and make beautiful
gardens; REACHING OUT to help people of all of our diverse urban neighborhoods to enhance the
quality of their surroundings and their daily lives through the cultivation and enjoyment of plants;
and SEEKING actively to arouse public awareness of the fragility of our natural environment, both
local and global, and providing information about ways to conserve and protect it.



A Letter From the Chairman
of the Board and President

In 2007-08 Brooklyn Botanic Garden welcomed over 725,000 visitors and took exciting steps forward in
its role as a resource for the community and its position as an ecological leader.

The world is changing at a rapid pace, and the need for environmental awareness and stewardship is
at an all-time high. In spring 2008, the Garden embarked on a breakthrough conservation initiative
with the City of New York. In response to the biodiversity threat in New York (where more than 550
native plant species are rare, threatened, or endangered), BBG scientists are helping city planners and
conservationists implement programs to protect our local and regional ecology and address future en-
vironmental impacts.

In keeping with the Garden’s mission to foster stewardship, BBG also provided technical assistance,
street clinics, and workshops to 65,000 Brooklyn gardeners through GreenBridge, the Garden’s commu-
nity horticulture program. In the coming year, GreenBridge will launch the Community Garden Alliance,
which will build a peer support network among greening projects in Brooklyn. GreenBridge’s Street Tree
Stewardship Initiative will train residents to care for the trees planted as part of Mayor Bloomberg’s
PlaNYC 2030 to create a greener New York City.

At BBG’s historic Children’s Garden, young people learned to plant and harvest their vegetables just as
they have since 1914. The Garden’s educators welcomed thousands of school groups for free class tours;
provided professional development for teachers to help them meet rigorous citywide standards for sci-
ence and leadership; and offered valuable yearlong internships, job training, and mentoring to middle
and high school students. And BBG staff collaborated to produce Gardening With Children, a beautiful
illustrated book that helps caregivers and young people work on projects that foster an awareness of
the natural world.

Visitors of all ages and from all walks of life also celebrated the seasons and the diversity of cultures at
BBG’s many public events, which welcomed record crowds. Through engaging workshops, readings, and
performances, children and adults continue to experience the many ways in which plants enrich our lives. A
lyrical time-lapse video of the spring 2008 blossoming of BBG’s Cherry Walk was viewed all over the world
via the internet, and the Garden’s website itself drew over five million unique visitors during the year.

The growth of our community and the needs of our audience demand that BBG approach its 10oth
anniversary able to respond to the urgent call for beauty and renewal in urban life and for environmental
stewardship at all levels of society. In the coming year, BBG will break ground on a new “green” Visitor
Center to better welcome the Garden’s growing base of nearly one million visitors. BBG is also creating
an expanded herb and vegetable garden and developing plans for several new gardens, further ensuring
the long-term beauty and vitality of its 52 acres.

We are grateful to the Garden’s many members and supporters for their loyal support and generosity,
and to our staff, trustees, and volunteers for their dedication, all of which have played an invaluable role
in our success in 2007-08.

Frederick Bland, Chairman of the Board, and Scot Medbury, President



Statement of Financial Position

as of June 30, 2008

Financial statements for fiscal year 2008 were audited by independent public accountants Condon O’Meara
McGinty & Donnelly LLP. A summary of the financial statements follows. A copy of their complete report
with financial statements and related notes is available upon request from the Garden.

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents

$2,649,753

Investments at market value

Accounts receivable

26,764,649
595,942

Pledges and grants receivable
Inventory

3,458,887
2,477

Prepaid expenses
Property and equipment, net

33,813
12,949,174

Trusts held by third parties
Total assets

2,423,477
$49,147,172

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Post-retirement benefits

$1,647,198
7,653,229

Deferred support
Total liabilities

25,000
9,325,427

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Temporarily restricted

32,423,943
3,739,777

Permanently restricted

3,658,025

Total net assets

39,821,745

Total liabilities and net assets

Sources of Operating
Income

Other Earned
Income

22%

Contributions
(non-campaign)

26%

Uses of Income

Administration

13%

$49,147,172



Statement of Activities

Year Ended June 30, 2008

Revenue and Support

Appropriations by the City of New YOork..................coooii $4,581,511
Contributions and rants...........occooiiiiiiii o 1,738,097
Special events, net of direCt COSES...........oocooiiiiiii 364,632
Interest and dividend iINCOMe. ... 1,333,934
Sales of publications ... 138,925
Membership dUES ..o 1,075,767
Sales of plants and other items ... 937,725
Educational Programs .. ... ...oooiiiiiii oo e 613,021
SPECIAI TEES. ... oo 1,355,256
A S ONS 1,226,915
Total revenue and SUPPOIt ..ot e 23,365,783
Expenses

Program Services

HOMtICUIUIE .o $2,955,199
M N NN CE .o 2,588,162
BUCAtION 3,165,772
SECUTIEY e 1,198,298
PUD I CatiONS. . 316,848
Garden SHOP ... 823,012
ST 998,486
Program enhanCement ... e e 1,095,055
AAMI S S ONS 170,837
Total Program SEIVICES .. ..ot 13,311,669
Supporting Services

AAMINI S At ON . 2,298,268
MEMDBEISRID. ... 689,020
FUNA-TAISTNG. ... e 1,607,645
Total SUPPOILING SEIVICES. ... .ooiiiiiiii oo 4,594,933
TOtal EXPENSES ... 17,906,602
Increase in net assets before other additions (deductions)....................................... 5,459,181
Other Additions (Deductions)

Post-retirement benefits (737,399)
Effect of FASB 158 adoption 186,085
Realized and unrealized (losses), net (4,569,873)
Third-party trusts unrealized (losses) (175,213)
Increase in net assets 162,781
Net assets, beginning of Year ... 39,658,964
Net assets, end Of Year. ..o $39,821,745



BI’OOklyn BOtanlc Garden as of June 30, 2008

Brooklyn Botanic Garden is an independent nonprofit institution, a living museum governed by a
volunteer Board of Trustees. The land and buildings are owned by the City of New York, and oper-
ation of the Garden is in part supported by public funds through the NYC Department of Cultural
Affairs and the New York State Department of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. Elected
representatives in the city council and state legislature, and the Brooklyn borough president provide
generous leadership support. Two-thirds of the Garden’s budget comes from private sources, including
the contributions of individuals, corporations, and foundations.

SIZE. oo 52 acres
ViSIEOrS ..o 733,119
Membership..........ccooiiiiiii 16,404
Membership renewal rate................cccociiii 73%
Full-time staff ... 156
Part-time staff...................... 105
INEEINS ... 62
VOIUNTEETS ... 590
Volunteer hours of Service ... 51,150
Children reached through education programs............... 150,000
Teachers trained ... 5,299
Continuing education enrollment.................................. 2,000
Certificate graduates.............ccocooiiiiiiiii 42
Visitors to bbg.org ... 1,662,738
Website page VIEWS ...........occooiiiiiiiiiiiiii 5,299,704
Publications distribution............................................... 130,000
Living collections ... 11,874 KINDS OF PLANTS
New plant aCCeSSIONS..........c..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiee 1,058
Herbarium holdings............................... 300,000 SPECIMENS
FYo8 operating budget ... $16.9 MILLION
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