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NATIVE PLANTS FOR
NEW YORK CITY RAIN GARDEN

Rain gardens are shallow depressions designed to soak up water and support trees,
shrubs, and flowers that tolerate both wet and dry conditiorative plants are highly
recommended for rain gardens because they are more pest resistant than nonsatecsgiire no

fertilizer, and provide habitat for birds and butterflies. Once established, the deep roots of native plants

increase the wateholding capacity of the soil, hold it together, and prevent erosiSee our tip
sheet OCreating a Rain Garden® rfmre information.Here are some North American native

plants listed according to the conditions in which they thrive: wet or upland and sunny or shady areas.

For more plant lists, visit our website Bbg.org/gar2/topics/design/2004sp_raingardens.htrat
bbg.org/gar2/topics/design/2004sp_raingardens2.htmi

Native Plants for Wet, Sunny Sites

Flowers

Sweet flag(Acorus calamuis

Giant hyssop(Agastache foeniculuin
Canada anemon@Anemone canadensys
Swamp milkweedAsclepias tuberosa
New England aste(Aster novaeangliad
Marsh marigold Caltha palustriy
Turtlehead(Chelone glabra
Boneset(Eupatorium perfoliaturi
Joepye weed Eupatorium maculatum
Bedstraw (Galium borealg

Bottle gentian(Gentiana andrews)i
SneezeweedHelenium autumnale
Giant sunflower(Helianthus giganteuys
Oxeye sunfloweKHelianthus helianthoides
Blue flag(/ris versicoloy

Blazing stai(Liatris spicatq

Great blue lobeligLobelia siphilitica
Prairie phlox(Phlox pilosa

Virginia mountain mint(Pycnanthemum
virginiang

Meadowsweei{ Spiraea alba

Tall meadow rué Thalictrum dasycarpuln
Blue vervainVerbena hastata

Culvei® root(Veronicastrum virginicum
Golden Alexande(Zizia aureq

Grasses and sedges

Big bluestem(Andropogon geraradji

Blue joint grasgCalamagross canadens)s
Sedge (many speciefFarexspp)

Canada wildye (Elymus canadengis

Rush (many speciegYuncusspp.,Scirpusspp)
Rice cut gras§lLeersia oryzoidegs

Wool grasgScirpus cyperings

Indian grasgSorghastrum nutars
Cordgrasg Spartina peahata)
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Have questions on specifics?
Give GreenBridge, the community horticulture program at BBG, a call! 7:823-7209/7250



Native Plants for Wet, Shady Sites

Flowers False dragonhea(Physostegia virginiana
Wild sarsaparilldAralia nudicaulis Tall meadow ru¢Thalictrum dasgarpumn)

Marsh marigoldCaltha palustris Foamflower ([iarella cordifolia
Turtlehead(Chelone glabra

JoePyeweed Eupatorium purpureum Ferns

Virginia waterleaf( Hydrophyllum virginianur Ostrich fern(Matteuccia pennsylvanich
Spotted touchme-not (Impatiens capensjs Sensitive fern(Onoclea sensibills
Cardinal flower(Lobelia cardinaljs Cinnamon fern(Osmunda cinnamomeéa
Canada mayflowefMaianthemum canadenge Interrupted fern(Osmunda claytoniana
Virginia bluebell{ Mertensia virginica Royal fern(Osmunda regalls
Woodland phloX Phlox divaricata Marsh fern(Thelypteris pa&istris)

Native Shrubs for Wet Sites

Most of these species do well in sun or shade.

New York astefAster novibelgij Dwarf bush honeysuckl@iervilla lonicera
Black chokeberryAronia melanocarpga Winterberry(llex verticillatg
Buttonbush(Cephalanthus occidentals Fragrant suma¢Rhus aromatica

Silky dogwood Cornus amomum Meadowsweet (needs sun)Spirea albp
Grey dogwood Cornus r&emosa Snowberry(Symphorocarpos alha
Redosier dogwood Cornus sericéa Nannyberry(Viburnum lentag®d

Redosier dogwoodBantidCornus sericea American cranberryViburnum triloburm)
GantiO) American cranberrf@ompacta}Viburnum
Hazelnut(Corylus americana trilobum @ompactdD)

Native Plants for Upland, Sunny Sites

Yarrow(Achillea millifoliumn) Oxeye sunfloweKHeliopsis helianthoides
Yarrow®ire King{Achillea millefolium®ire Blazing sta®oboldJLiatris spicatdaBobold))
Kingd) Beebalm(Monarda didym3

Wild columbine Aquilegia canadensis Switch gras§Panicum virgatum

Butterfly weed @Asclepias tuberosa Blackeyed SusaiiRudbeckia hirta

New Englandaster @ster novaeangliad Little bluestem(Schizackrium scoparium

CoreopsisMoonbean® Coreopsisdoonbean®) Showy goldenrodSolidago specioda
Purple coneflowefEchinacea purpurga

Purple corflower White Swald§Echinacea

White Swai®)
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Native Plants for Upland, Shady Sites

Serviceberr{Amelanchier canadengis
Blue wood asterAster cordifolius)
Greenand-gold (Chrysogonum virginianuin
Wild geranium(Geranium maculatum
Coral bdls (Heuchera americana

Virginia bluebells Wertensia virginica
Partridgeberry Uitchella repen3
Interrupted fern (Osmunda claytonip
Christmas fern Polystichum acrostichoidgs

Where to Get Native Plants

You should never dig up plants that you seeundeveloped areas or quublic landNto do somight

benefit your gardenbut at natured expenseSometimes i® hard to find native plants to byyut

nurseries are beginning to sell more native plants as the demand for them increases, so ask your local
nursery to stock themSome nearby nurseries that sell natives inclutie following
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Gowanus Nursery: 45 Summitrget, Brooklyn, NY, 718523116, www.gowanusnursery.com
Liberty Sunset Garden Center: 207 Van Dyke Street, Brooklyn, NY,-8583400,
www.libertysunset.com

Fort Pond Native Plant26 South Embassy Stredontauk, NY, 63668-6452,
www.nativeplants.net

H.R.Talmage& Son2975 Sound AvenuRjverhead, NY, 51270124

Green Belt NativePlant Center,2252 Richmond Avenu8taten IslandNY, 7183739044
Toad$ade Wildflower Farng3 Everittstown RoaBrenchtownNJ, 6092598585,
www.toadshade.com

Bill Kolvek Perennials, Woodclifhlke NJ 8457352904, www.bkperennials.com

Wild Earth Native Plant Nursey¥reehold, NJ, 73089777

A large selection of native plantre also availabléhrough mailorder.For more information, visit
Brooklyn Botanic Gardé@Gardenef3 Resource CenteopenApril through October: Tuesd&y
Friday, 103001230 pm. and 1:394:30 p.m, November through Mach: TuesdaFriday, 10:3@12:30
p.m. and 1:3:30 p.m.
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