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• Brushes: #6 and #10 rounds, 1-inch wash brush, and a cheap, stiff, small, 
flat synthetic brush for lifting. Brands: Escoda Versatil, Da Vinci Casaneo, 
Da Vinci Colineo, and most of the mid-price good synthetics are okay. The 
very cheap sets of watercolor brushes are usually stiff and don’t hold much 
water. The Kolinsky sable brushes are wonderful to work with but very 
expensive. 
 

• A brush roll or piece of fabric with tie to roll your brushes in so they are safe 
when carrying them. 

 
• Watercolor tubes—artist grade. Recommended brands: Daniel Smith, 

Schmincke, Holbein, Sennelier, Grumbacher, Rembrandt, and Winsor & 
Newton. Acceptable student grade brands (student paint has less pigment, 
more filler): Cotman, Van Gogh, and Grumbacher Academy. Do not use 
children’s paint sets or Reeves; there is too much filler and not good 
pigment. 

 
Essential colors (only Winsor & Newton and Daniel Smith are mentioned but 
the other brands above are also good):    
· Winsor Lemon or Daniel Smith Hansa Yellow Light  
· Daniel Smith Cadmium Yellow Medium Hue or Hansa Yellow Deep  
· Daniel Smith Permanent Alizarin Crimson  
· Winsor Red (Winsor Newton) or Daniel Smith Pyrrol Red  
· Winsor Blue (red shade) or Daniel Smith Phthalo Blue (red shade) 
· Ultramarine  
· Winsor Green (blue shade) or Daniel Smith Phthalo Green (blue shade)  
· Hookers Green 
· Burnt Sienna 
· Burnt Umber 
· Quinacridone Magenta is a beautiful cool purple-pink, great for roses.  
 
Optional colors 
Payne’s Gray, Quinacridone Gold, Yellow Ochre. You don’t need black or 
white paint 

Watercolor and the Early-Fall Landscape 
Instructor: Bonnie Steinsnyder 
Materials List 
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• White plastic palette for laying out your tube colors and for mixing. Folding 

palettes close to about 5"x10" if space is a problem. Covered palettes are 
easier to work with but take up more space. When you put your paint in the 
palette, start with yellow on the far side and then lay in reds, magenta, 
blues, greens, and then the browns and grays. 

 
• Paper: 

§ Sketch pad for planning in pencil 
§ 9"x12" pad of cold press, 140 lb. watercolor paper for experimenting with 

technique and testing color: Kilimanjaro, Montval, Strathmore, Canson, 
Fabriano, Winsor & Newton, Hahnemule, New York Central are okay. 

§ 9"x12" block of Arches, Saunders, or Baohong cold press 140 lb. paper. 
This is a better paper and will make painting easier. Cheaper online 
unless you get a really good sale in the store (Baohong is only online).   

§ Optional and less expensive: Buy 22"x30" sheets of Arches watercolor 
paper and cut them in quarters (11"x15"), then tape the sheets to a 
small flat board (12"x16" foamcore is fine, Gatorboard is best but more 
expensive, and flat cardboard will do if necessary.) 

 
• Plastic pint container for water 

 
• Absorbent paper towels (Viva, Target, or Bounty) 
 
• 2B pencils, pencil sharpener 
 
• Faber-Castell kneaded eraser or Vanish 4-in-1 Artist Eraser (plus a little 

box or baggie to keep your eraser in so it stays clean) 
 
• Artist’s tape 3/4" 
 
• Fine-mist spray bottle (I like Aquamyst or Holbein spray bottle. Regular 

plant sprayers tend to have more droplets rather than mist.) 
 
 

BEFORE YOU PURCHASE MATERIALS: 
If your class is canceled due to low registration, you will be notified by phone 4–5 

days prior to start of the class. BBG reserves the right to cancel a class for any reason. 


